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SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE

FRIDAY JULY 7

2:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.: Registration (Main hotel lobby and in front of Dolmabahce)
6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.: Opening Ceremony (Dolmabahce Ballroom)
7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.: Reception (Dolmabahce Foyer/Garden)

SATURDAY JULY 8 (BOSPHORUS BALLROOM)

8:00 a.m.-9:45 a.m.: Needs Assessment of the Syrian Healthcare System
10:00 a.m.-11:50 a.m.: Coordination for Optimal Outcomes

11:50 a.m.-12:15 p.m.: State of the Art Lecture: Crush Injury

12:15 p.m.-1:00 p.m.: Lunch (Brasserie Restaurant)

1:00 p.m.-2:45 p.m.: Attacks on Healthcare Facilities/Chemical Weapons

Parallel Session
3:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.: Women and Children’s Health (Bosphorus 1)
3:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.: Refugees Health (Bosphorus 2)

7:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m.: Pre-Gala reception (Bosphorus Hallway)

8:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.: Gala (Bosphorus Ballroom)

SUNDAY JULY 9 (BOSPHORUS BALLROOM)

Parallel Session
8:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m.: Surgery in the War Zone (Bosphorus 1)

8:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m.: Chronic Illnesses in the Conflict Zone and Beyond
(Bosphorus 2)

Parallel Session
10:45 a.m.-12:30 p.m.: Mental Health (Bosphorus 1)

10:45 a.m.-12:30 p.m.: Academics, Law, Ethics and Palliative Care During
Conflicts (Bosphorus 2)

Closing Remarks

12:30 p.m.-1:30 p.m.: Lunch (Brasserie Restaurant)



SATURDAY, JULY 8

REGISTRATION

SESSION 1: NEEDS ASSESSMENT
(BOSPHORUS BALLROOM)

Moderators: Dr. Ahmad Tarakji, Dr. Basel Termanini, Dr. Monther Khaleel, Dr.
Firas Aljundi

8:00-8:15 Delivering effective health care during conflicts and refugee
crises, Dr. Ahmad Tarakji

8:15-8:25 Idlib Provence: Challenges of human resources and medicine,
Dr. Monther Khaleel

8:25-8:35 Hamaa Health directory: Needs assessment, Dr. Abdallah Darwish

8:35-8:45 Aleppo province: Health system needs assessment, Dr.
Abdulbaset Alshioukhi

8:45-9:00 Panel discussion
9:00-9:10 Spotlight on areas under seige, Dr. Emad Kabani

9:10-9:20 Current medical map and needs assessment in the Dara’a
province, Dr. Fayez Karbouj

9:20-9:30 Current situations and future plans , Dr. Firas Aljundi
9:30-9:45 Panel discussion

9:45-10:00 Coffee break



SATURDAY (CONT.)

SESSION 2: COORDINATION FOR OPTIMAL OUTCOMES
(BOSPHORUS BALLROOM)

Moderators: Dr. Mazen Kewara, Dr. Amjad Rass, Dr. Abulrahman Alomar,
Hazem Rihawi

10:00-10:10  Regional Coordination: SAMS’ perspective, Dr. Mazen Kewara
10:10-10:20  Regional Coordination: USSOM perspective, Zaidoun Zoubi
10:20-10:30  Coordination: SEMA perspective, Hussam Jnaid

10:30-10:40  Health cluster in the Turkey hub: Humanitarian coordination
for the best health service delivery, Dr. Abdulrahman Alomar

10:40-10:50  Panel discussion

10:50-11:00 Coordination and referral pathways as strategies to increase
access to, use and quality of SRH and GBV services in northern
Syria, Nadine Cornier

11:00-11:10  Localization of aid in Syria, Lana Wrikat
11:10-11:20 NGO networks, allies and partners, Hazem Rihawi
11:20-11:30  Healthcare for Syrian refugees in Turkey, Dr. Muhammat Ceren

11:30-11:40 SAMS response to health needs of Syrian refugees, Moussa
Nafaa

11:40-11:50 Panel discussion

STATE OF THE ART LECTURE (BOSPHORUS BALLROOM)

11:50-12:15  Crush Injury, Dr. Riimeyza Kazancioglu

12:15-1:00 Lunch (Brasserie Restaurant)



SATURDAY (CONT.)

SESSION 3: ATTACKS ON HEALTHCARE FACILITIES

AND CHEMICAL WEAPONS (BOSPHORUS BALLROOM)

Moderators: Dr. Mohamad Katoub, Dr. Basel Termanini, Raed Saleh, Jennifer Leaning

1:00-1:10

1:10-1:20
1:20-1:30
1:30-1:40

1:40-1:55
1:55-2:10
2:10-2:20

2:20-2:30
2:30-2:45

2:45-3:00

Normalizing the weaponization of health care: Could we
weather the storm?, Dr. Ahmad Tarakji

Syrian civil defense: Capacities and challenges, Raed Saleh
Human rights violations in Syria, Mazen Darwish

Perspectives on international humanitarian law: Examples from
the war in Kosovo, Jennifer Leaning

Panel discussion
Our response to the last chemical attack, Dr. Amjad Rass

Fortifications of hospitals in North Hama: Capacities and
challenges, Dr. Abdallah Darwish

Chemical attacks: Investigations and redlines, Nidal Shikhani

Panel discussion

Coffee break



SATURDAY (CONT.) - PARALLEL SESSIONS

SESSION 4A: WOMEN AND CHILDREN’S HEALTH
(BOSPHORUS 1)

Moderators: Dr. Adeeb Alshahrour, Dr. Mohamed Al-Hosni, Dr. Paula Hendryx,
Dr. Maher Keddeh

3:00-3:15  Updates in childhood asthma, Dr. Zuhdi Alimam

3:15-3:30  Pediatric palliative care to relieve childrens’ suffering, Joan Morston
3:30-3:45  Bubble CPAP, Dr. Mohamed Al-Hosni

3:45-3:55 Pediatric care in war zone, Dr. Maher Keddeh

3:55-4:10  Panel discussion

4:10-4:25  Together, building women's healthcare for Syria, Dr. Adeeb Alshahrour

4:25-4:40  Breast cancer early detection center in northern Syria, Dr.
Hussein Almussa

4:40-4:50  Obstetric emergencies, Farida Alimuslem
4:50-5:00  Panel discussion

SESSION 4B: REFUGEE HEALTH (BOSPHORUS 2)

Moderators: Dr. Naveed Iqbal, Dr. Aula Abbara, Dr. Riimeyza Kazancioglu,
Dr. Perihan Torun

3:00-3:15  Turkish health ministry experience: refugee healthcare, Dr. Omer
Anlar

3:15-3:30  Refugee care: Emel Hospital experience, Dr. Hamdi Osmanoglu

3:30-3:45  Care of the Syrian dialysis end stage kidney disease in Turkey, Dr.
Riimeyza Kazancioglu

3:45-4:00  Health care needs assessment for the Syrian community living in
the Zeytinburnu district of Istanbul, Dr. Perihan Torun

4:00-4:15 Panel discussion

4:15-4:30  International volunteering: Personal challenges and motivations,
Dr. Naveed Iqbal

4:30- 4:45  SAMS provision of healthcare in Greece: Our first year, Dr. Aula
Abbara

4:45-5:00 Panel discussion

7:30-8:00  Pre-Gala Reception (Bosphorus Hallway)

8:00-10:00 Gala (Bosphorus Ballroom)



SUNDAY, JULY 9 - PARALLEL SESSIONS

SESSION 5A: SURGERY IN THE WAR ZONE (BOSPHORUS 1)

Moderators: Dr. Ahmad Tarakji, Dr. Iyad Baath, Dr. Mohammed Algazzar,
Dr. Moheeb Qadoor

8:00-8:20 Basic principles of war wound management, Dr. Mohammed
Algazzar
8:20-8:40 Defining and managing anti-microbial resistance in the Syrian

conflict, Dr. Aula Abbara
8:40-9:00 Augmented reality surgery, Dr. Bassem Hashash
9:00-9:15 Panel discussion
9:15-9:30 War neurosurgery in Syria, Dr. Jallal Najjar
9:30-9:45 General and pediatric surgery in Syria, Dr. Iyad Baath

9:45-10:00  Orthopedics and reconstructive surgery in Syria, Dr. Moheeb
Qadoor

10:00-10:15 Urology in Syria, Dr. Jihad Alahmad
10:15-10:30 Panel discussion

SESSION 5B: CHRONIC ILLNESSES IN THE CONFLICT
ZONE AND BEYOND (BOSPHORUS 2)

Moderators: Dr. Saud Suleiman, Dr. Mohammad Al-Nahas

8:00-8:15 Challenges in delivering dental care during time of conflict and
beyond, Dr. Mohammad Nahhas and Dr. IThab Baydak
8:15-8:30 Dental care, desperation to inspiration, a vision for the future,

Dr. Waseem Attar
8:30-8:45 Viral hepatitis during conflict, Dr. Sadek Kara Mohammed
8:45-9:00 GI services in Syria, Dr. Saud Suleiman
9:00-9:15 Panel discussion

9:15-9:30 Swallowing disorders in traumatic brain injury patients:
Pathophysiology & management, Dr. Alia Khidr

9:30-9:45 New therapeutic agents in diabetic nephropathy, Dr. Faruk Turgut
9:45-10:00  Depression in chronic kidney disease, Dr. Emaad Abdel Rahman

10:00-10:15 Care of renal transplant patients during conflict, Dr.
Mohammad Alyousef

10:15-10:30 Panel discussion

10:30-10:45 Coffee break



SUNDAY (CONT.) - PARALLEL SESSIONS

SESSION 6A: MENTAL HEALTH (BOSPHORUS 1)

Moderator: Dr. Bassam Awwa

10:45-11:10 Mental health services: Putting the pieces of the puzzle together,
Dr. Bassam Awwa

11:10-11:30 Mental health assessment of needs: Current status and future
direction, Dr. Redwan El Khayat

11:30-11:50 Burnout amongst psychosocial and medical support workers, Dr.
Mamoun Mubayed

11:50-12:10 Psychological impact of crisis, Dr. Wissam Mahasneh
12:10-12:30 Building the Mental Health Bridge: Where are we and where we
need to go from SAMS' perspective, Dr. Khaled Hamza

SESSION 6B: ACADEMICS, LAW, ETHICS AND PALLIATIVE

CARE DURING CONFLICTS (BOSPHORUS 2)

Moderators: Dr. Mohamed Sekkarie, Dr. Mahmoud Al Hariri

10:45-11:00 Ethics of research on refugee populations, Dr. Ali Abu-Alfa

11:00-11:15 Engaging science in armed conflicts: A perspective from the
Lancet-AUB Commission on Syria, Dr. Iman Nuwayhid

11:15-11:30 Palliative care as an integral part of the humanitarian response,
Joan Morston

11:30-11:45 'The Syrian health workers in Lebanon: Opportunities and
challenges, Dr. Fadi Halabi

11:45-12:00 Surgeon by default, Madamia Experience, Dr. Humam Dawood
12:00-12:15 Medical education in Syria, Dr. Mahmoud Al Hariri
12:15-12:30 Panel Discussion

Closing Remarks
12:30-1:30 Lunch (Brasserie Restaurant)

An optional post-conference 6-7 day excursion to Bursa, |zmir, Bodrum
and Cappadocia starts on Monday. The travel agent for the excursion is
Mr. Ibrahim Yilmaz, info@yukitour.com, +90-5322871663 (Whats App).



CME STATEMENTS

ACCREDITATION STATEMENT

This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with

the accreditation requirements and policies of the Accreditation
Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) through the joint
providership of Indiana University School of Medicine and the Syrian
American Medical Society (SAMS). The Indiana University School of
Medicine is accredited by the ACCME to provide continuing medical
education for physicians.

=

DESIGNATION STATEMENT

Indiana University School of Medicine designates this live activity for a
maximum of 11.75 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™. Physicians should claim only
the credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.

FACULTY DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

In accordance with the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education
(ACCME) Standards for Commercial Support, educational programs sponsored
by Indiana University School of Medicine (IUSM) must demonstrate balance,
independence, objectivity, and scientific rigor. All faculty, authors, editors, and
planning committee members participating in an IUSM-sponsored activity are
required to disclose any relevant financial interest or other relationship
with the manufacturer(s) of any commercial product(s) and/or provider(s) of
commercial services that are discussed in an educational activity.

The planning committee and those in a position to control the content of this
activity have disclosed no relevant financial relationships.



INSTRUCTIONS TO RECEIVE CREDIT

To receive credit read the introductory CME material, check in at the designated
registration area, attend the activity, and complete the self-claim form online. The
CME evaluation will be included in a post activity email with a link to complete.

How to claim credit and download your certificate:

1.
2.

6.
7.

Visit https://iu.cloud-cme.com/aph.aspx

Sign in using your registration email and password, or create a new account. If
you previously participated in a CME activity accredited by IU but do not know
your password, please enter your email address and click on the ‘Forget Your
Password’ button. Your password will be emailed to you.

. Click the MyCME button and click the Claim Credit tile
. Enter in the Event ID: 164855 and click Verify Event ID button

. Choose the Type of Credit and enter the hours you attended

Click Yes to attest that you completed the activity, sign, and click Submit

On the Evaluations and Certificates page, click Download Certificate

Estimated Time to Complete This Activity: 10 hours and 15 minutes

Credit Claiming Deadline: To ensure all credits are accurately reported, each
activity will be available for 90 days. After 90 days, any requests to claim credits
after the stated deadline will be subject to an administrative fee.

Contact Information

IU School of Medicine, Division of Continuing Medical Education
410 W. 10th Street, Suite 2100, Indianapolis IN 46202
317-274-0104 / cme@iu.edu
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SOME OF OUR SPEAKERS

Aula Abbara, MD, SAMS’ Provision of Healthcare in Greece: Our First Year
(Presentation 1) and Defining and Managing Anti-Microbial Resistance in the
Syrian Conflict (Presentation 2)

Dr. Aula Abbara is the Project Lead for the SAMS’ response in Greece, which
provides primary healthcare to refugees. Dr. Abbara teaches healthcare workers
in Turkey on topics related to infectious diseases as part of SAMS’s education
programs. She is on the steering committee of the Syria Public Health Network
and is an infectious diseases clinician in the UK.

Ali K. Abu-Alfa, MD, FASN, FASH, Ethics of Research on Refugee Populations

Dr. Ali Abu-Alfa is a Professor of Medicine, and Head of the Division of
Nephrology and Hypertension at the American University of Beirut. He is the
Director for the Human Research Protection Program at AUB, and for Research
Affairs at AUB Medical Center. He joined AUB in 2010 after spending 2 decades
at the Yale School of Medicine in New Haven, CT, USA where he directed the
Peritoneal Dialysis Program and the clinical trials program in nephrology.

M. Zuhdi Alimam, MD, FAAP, Childhood Asthma and Pediatrics Critical Care

Dr. Alimam is a Consultant, Pediatric Pulmonologist currently working at the
King Faisal Specialist Hospital & Research Center in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. Dr.
Alimam graduated from Damascus University School of Medicine in 1990,
received pediatric training at the Medical College of Ohio and completed a
pediatric pulmonary fellowship at the Children’s National Medical Center

in Washington, DC. Dr. Alimam has been actively participating in multiple
scientific activities and serving in the institutional pediatric training &
educational committees.

Muhammad Feras Aljundi, MD, Current Situations and Future Plans

Dr. Aljundi graduated from Aleppo University with a bachelor’s degree in
medicine at 1982, and in 1994 he opened a private hospital and managed it until
October 2012 . Since then, he has worked at medical points and field hospitals,
reopening his hospital in 2013 to serve patients free of charge. Dr. Aljundi is
currently working as the Minister of Health in the Syrian Interim Government
since 15 July 2016.



Emaad Abdel-Rahman, MBBS, Depression in Chronic Kidney Disease

Dr Abdel-Rahman has been a nephrologist for almost 3 decades, and is currently
Professor of Internal Medicine/Nephrology at the University of Virginia (UVA)
in the United States. He is currently the director of the in-center hemodialysis
unit at UVA, as well as the director of the home hemodialysis program and the
kidney clinic. He has been involved in multiple clinical research initiatives, which
resulted in more than 65 peer reviewed publications.

Farida Almuslem, MD, Obstetric Emergencies

Dr. Farida Almuslem, an OB/GYN, was the last remaining female obstetrician in
besieged east Aleppo. Originally from Aleppo, she studied at Aleppo University
and worked primarily at the largest trauma facility in East Aleppo, nicknamed
“M2” During the siege she performed surgeries under extreme conditions,
delivering babies with no electricity, successfully completing a cesarean section
even as aerial bombardment sent pieces of the hospital’s crumbling ceiling into
her patient’s abdomen. She witnessed and treated victims of chemical attacks,
even completing a cesarean section in the midst of a chemical attack on her
hospital. Dr. Farida played an instrumental role in training midwives and nurses
in response to the shortage of medical personnel in the besieged city. Dr. Farida
is the mother to one daughter with her husband Dr. Abdulkhalek.

Adeeb Alshahrour, M.D., F.A.C.0.G., Together, Building Women’s Healthcare
for Syria

Dr. Adeeb Alshahrour, M.D., EA.C.O.G. is currently an Assistant Clinical
Professor at Saint George’s University, and has practiced in Indiana and Illinois
since 2004. He graduated from medical school in 1994, and completed his
training in Obstetrics and Gynecology from Cook County Hospital in Chicago.
Through SAMS, Dr. Alshahrour has participated in numerous women’s health
medical missions to Syria, Lebanon Jordan and Turkey.

Mohammad Alyousef, MD, Care of Renal Transplant Patients

Dr. Alyousef graduated from Aleppo Medical School in 2007, after which he
specialized in internal medicine and endocrinology at the Syrian Ministry of
Health hospitals in Damascus. After the Syrian crisis erupted, Dr. Alyousef
started treating nephrology patients in his home governorate of Idlib with tele-
health support from SAMS US and Europe based nephrologists. He currently
runs a free clinic for kidney transplant patients, supervises care in three SAMS
dialysis facilities, continues to work as an internist/endocrinologist, and is a



co-author of a recent Lancet publication of the negative effects of siege on the
outcomes of dialysis end stage kidney disease patients.

Waseem Attar, DMD, Dental Care, Desperation to Inspiration, A Vision for the
Future

Dr. Attar was a Clinical Associate at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine
in 1995 and attended Tufts School of Dental Medicine in 1992. He held his

own private practice in Carlisle and Bedford, MA in 1999 and has completed
an advanced training in Implant Dentistry at Tufts University from 2007-2008.
Dr. Attar is a Diplomate of the American Board of Implantology and Implant
Dentistry since 2011.

Muhammad Eyad Ba’Ath, MD, MRCS, MSC, FRCS, EBPS, General and
Pediatric surgery in Syria

Graduated from Aleppo University faculty of medicine 1997. Did general surgery
training at Aleppo University Hospital 1997-2002. Started working in the UK in
2003. Worked at renowned hospitals such as Alder Hey and Royal Manchester
Children. Did a masters in University of Liverpool in child health. Obtained
membership of the Royal College 2003. Obtained Fellowship of the Royal College
2012. Obtained the European Board of paediatric surgery 2014—granted best
candidate award. Did two years fellowship in the United States in paediatric
endosurgery at Children’s of Alabama and All Children’s Hospital from 2012-
2014. Working as head of paediatric surgery at Bab Alhawa Hospital since
October 2014.

Ehab Baydak, DDS, Challenges in delivering dental care during times of conflict

Dr. Ehab Baydak is a dentist specialized in Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery; he
completed his D.D.S in 2006 at Aleppo University and completed his professional
residency in 2012 at Al Razi Hospital in Aleppo, Syria. He recently worked

as a volunteer surgeon at M10 Field Hospital in Eastern Aleppo, saving lives
amidst extremely challenging conditions. After being evacuated from Aleppo in
December, Dr. Baydak is now continuing his mission of helping Syrian people in
north of Syria.

Humam Dawood, DDS, Surgeon by default, Madamia Experience

Dr. Humam Dawood is an active member of the Syrian Arab Red Crescent
Health Committee and First Aid Squads. He received his degree in dentistry
from Damascus University in 2011. Recently, he was the World Health



Organization technical focal point in Rural Damascus. Prior to that, he was
working as a field doctor in Damascus and Rural Damascus. Dr. Dawood was
the head of al-Ghouta Hospital-Moadamyah from 2014 until he was displaced
to Idlib in late 2016. Due to the lack of specialized physicians, Dr. Dawood
performed hundreds of orthopedic surgeries and performed anesthesia on
thousands of patients who were living under siege Moadamyah.

Nabila Farooq, Recognition and Management of Common Psychiatric Disorders
in Medical Setting

Dr. Nabila Farooq was born and raised in Karachi, Pakistan, and obtained her
MBBS degree at Nawabshah Medical College, in Nawabshah, Sind. She finished
her residency in General Adult Psychiatry at Sinai Hospital in Detroit, Michigan.
Dr. Nabila Farooq is the medical director of Global Psychotherapy in Farmington
Hills, Michigan, a practice providing compassionate care for the mentally ill.

Dr. Farooq served as the director of the 32-bed inpatient unit for the Graduate
Medical Education Program at Saint Mary Mercy Hospital in Livonia, ML

Hussein Almussa, Breast Cancer Early Detection Center in Northern Syria

Hussein Almussa is the Executive Director at Kids Paradise, a Syrian NGO
registered in Hatay, Turkey. Originally from Idlib, Syria, he has been working in
humanitarian relief since the beginning of the Syrian conflict.

Fadi Al-Halabi, MD, Syrian Health Workers in Lebanon: Opportunities and
Challenges

Dr. Al-Halabi is a neurosurgeon and an MBA student at the Lebanese
International University (LIU). He is the General Director of the Multi-Aid
Programs (MAPs) in Lebanon, a Syrian NGO in Lebanon providing services to
Syrian refugees in health, education and capacity building sectors, employing
320 Syrian employees in various projects. MAPS is an implementing partner for
SAMS in Lebanon in various medical projects.

Mohamed Al-Hosni, MD, Bubble CPAP

Dr. Al-Hosni completed his medical education and training at the Damascus
University School of Medicine, the Medical-Surgical Hospital in Damascus, St.
John Hospital & Medical Center, and Saint Louis University, School of Medicine.
He is currently an Associate Professor of Pediatrics at the Saint Louis University
and the director of neonatal services at St. Mary’s health center. He has board
certification with the American Board of Pediatrics and the Sub-Board of



Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine, as well as a a fellow with the American Academy of
Pediatrics, AAP.

M. K. Hamza, PhD, LP, MSM, Building the Mental Health Bridge: Where We Are,
Where We Need To Go and SAMS’ Perspective

Dr. M. K. Hamza is currently the Chairman of the SAMS’s Mental Health
Committee. He is a Professor of Clinical Mental Health Counseling at Lamar
University Texas State System, a Forensic Neuropsychologist and director of the
Neurobehavioral Clinic. His publications include over 200 refereed scholarly
writings, presentations, and speeches delivered at a number of reputable
organizations including medical, psychiatric, and legal conferences and meetings.

Mahmoud Hariri, MD, Medical Education in Syria

Dr. Mahmoud Hariri holds a Doctorate of Medicine, and a Master Degree from
Faculty of Medicine, Aleppo University. Dr. Hariri is a surgeon and former
faculty member of Aleppo University Faculty of Medicine. He was the director
of research for USSOM, and has just finished a Masters of medical education
scholarship at Harvard University. He was involved in the medical education in
Syria through Free Aleppo University and the Syrian specialty Board.

Bassem Hashash, CDP, MIS, Augmented Surgery

Bassem Hashash is the Managing Partner and the Regional Director for

the Middle East, Turkey, and Africa Region of Proximie, an award winning
augmented reality platform for surgeons. Founded in 2015, Proximi€’s platform
allows doctors to virtually transport themselves in to any operating room to
guide, teach, train and support other surgeons and medical experts independent
of any specific hardware.

Abdulbaset Ibrahim, MD, Aleppo Province: Health System Needs Assessment

Dr. Ibrahim studied at the University of Aleppo’s Faculty of Medicine and
University Hospital, and began to practice in hospitals of the Ministry of Health
in 2001. In 2006, he graduated as a General Surgery Specialist, and worked in
general surgery in hospitals in Aleppo and Manbej. He introduced laparoscopic
surgery to the National Hospital of Manbej, where he worked in 2007. In 2010,
he became the Head of Operations and has participated in numerous conferences
and training courses over past years.



Dr. Fayez Karbouj, MD, Current medical map and needs assessment in the
Daraa province

Dr. Karbouj is an orthopedic surgeon. He graduated from Damascus university,
Faculty of medicine in 2002, he completed his specialization in orthopaedic
surgery. He practiced in a number of public and private hospitals in Damascus
and rural Damascus as well as his private clinic. During the Syrian revolution,
he worked in field hospitals and operated about 1112 operations. In late 2012,
he established and was the head of the medical council of western Ghouta and al
Qonaitra until March 2014. He is now the health director of Rif-Dimashg, based
in Gaziantep, Turkey.

Riimeyza Kazancloglu, MD, Crush Syndrome (Presentation 1), Care of the
Syrian Dialysis End Stage Kidney Disease in Turkey (Presentation 2)

Dr. Kazancioglu is currently the president of Bezmialem Vakif University.
She has worked in many fields of nephrology, mainly focusing on peritoneal
dialysis teaching. Dr. Kazancioglu is an active member of the Turkish Society
of Nephrology and also serves at the advisory board of the Turkish Kidney
Foundation. She continues her work at Bezmialem Vakif University as a
dedicated educator, and has served as a disaster relief coordinator locally
throughout many earthquake relief efforts.

Maher Kedeh, MD, Pediatric Care in Warzones

Dr. Kedeh graduated from Aleppo University Medical School in 2009, and
completed his pediatrics residency at Aleppo University in 2013. Dr. Kedeh
worked in pediatrics, in private practice, until 2015 when he became the Director
of a SAMS-supported Pediatrics/Maternity hospital in Idlib City.

Aliaa Khidr, MD, PhD, CCC/SLP, Swallowing Disorders in Traumatic Brain
Injury Patients: Pathophysiology & Management

Aljaa Khidr, MD, PhD, CCC/SLP received her medical degree from University
of Ain Shams in Cairo Egypt, her PhD from University of Wisconsin, Madison
and Ain Shams University, and her Clinical Certificate in Speech Language
pathology from the United States in 1998. She served as a faculty member of
the Otolaryngology department in Ain Shams University, Cairo Egypt, the
Otolaryngology department of University of Virginia as well as the Human
services department in Curry School of Education, University of Virginia.

Dr. Khidr focuses on teaching, patient care and research in adult voice and
swallowing disorders.



Mazen Kewara, MD, Coordination with NGOs , UN Agencies, and the
Humanitarian Community

Dr. Mazen Kewara is the Turkey Country Director of the Syrian American
Medical Society (SAMS). Originally from Damascus, Syria, Dr. Mazen has a
medical degree and PhD in vascular surgery from the University of Damascus
and has worked in the Tishreen Hospital in Damascus. As Country Director,
Dr. Mazen has overseen the growth and expansion of SAMS’s northern Syria
programs, including supporting health workers, sponsoring hospitals, providing
cross-border medical assistance, and training hundreds of doctors and nurses.

Redwan El-Khayat, MRCPsych, Mental Health Assessment of Needs, Current
Status and Future Direction: A Perspective

Dr. El-Khayat is a consultant adult psychiatrist and accredited cognitive
psychotherapist, who has been working in the field of psychiatry for 30 years.
He worked in the National Health Service in the UK for 20 years, and in the last
5 years he has been committed to humanitarian work in establishing mental
health services for vulnerable Syrians and refugees in different countries. He is
an executive member and chair of the mental health committee of the Union of
Medical Care and Relief Organization.

Jennifer Leaning, MD, SMH, Perspectives on international humanitarian law:
Examples from the war in Kosovo

Jennifer Leaning MD SMH is FXB Professor of Health and Human Rights at the
Harvard Chan School of Public Health and the Director of the FXB Center for
Health and Human Rights at Harvard University. She is also Associate Professor
of Emergency Medicine at Harvard Medical School. She has investigated
violations of IHL and human rights in many conflict settings and crises and has
written widely on these topics. She is currently one of the three co-chairs of the
Lancet-AUB Commission on Syria.

Wissam Mahasneh, MD, Psychological Impact of Crisis

Dr. Mahasneh is a a Srian psychiatrist who has been working with Syrian
refugees in Turkey, Lebanon and Syria for almost five years. He graduated from
Damascus University and is a member of the executive council of SAMH (Syrian
Association for Mental Health). He is currently working at the Balsam Center in
Gaziantep, Turkey.



Joan Marston, MD, Palliative Care as an Integral Part of the Humanitarian
Response (Presentation 1), Pediatric Palliative care to Relieve Children’s Suffering
(Presentation 2)

Dr. Marston has worked in palliative care for the past 28 years at the local,
national and international level. She is the co-chair of PALCHASE (Palliative
care in humanitarian aid situations and emergencies) which is hosted by the
International Association of Hospice and Palliative Care (IAHPC); is a member
of the WHO Community of Practice for palliative care in humanitarian
situations; and is leading a task force on refugees and migrants for the European
Association of Palliative Care. For the past 12 years she has led the International
Children’s Palliative Care Network which she co-founded in 2005.

Dr Mamoun Mobayed, MD, DPM., MSc, Burnout Among Psychosocial and
Medical Support Workers

Dr. Mobayed is a Consultant Psychiatrist & Director of Treatment &
Rehabilitation Department at the Behavioral Healthcare Center in Qatar. He
has been a professor at Community College of Qatar since 2014 (Psychology &
Social Psychology), and is the President of the Syrian Association for Mental
Health (SAMH) in Turkey. Dr Mobayed has a special interest in trauma-related
psychosocial health since 2002, and has accomplished field work in the West
Bank, Gaza, Lebanon, Kashmir, Tunisia, China and now with Syrians in Turkey,
Lebanon and Jordan.

Sadek Kara Mohammed, MD, Viral Hepatitis During Conflict

Dr. Mohammed graduated from Aleppo University Medical School in 1999,
obtained Arabic Board of Internal Medicine at Damascus University in 2005,
and completed his Gastroenterology fellowship at Damascus university in 2007.
He was a practicing gastroenterology and intensivist until 2014 when he became
the director of SAMS Multi-Speciality Clinic in Idlib City. In 2015 he became the
coordinator of the SAMS GI group in Syria and the director of SAMS Advanced
Endoscopy center in Northern Syria.

Mohammad Al-Nahhas, DDS, Challenges in Delivering Dental Care During
Times of Conflict

Mohammad Al-Nahhas, D.D.S. is the Syrian American Medical Society’s Dental
Relief Program Chairman. Originally from Homs, Dr. Al-Nahhas completed
his education in dentistry at Alexandria University in Egypt and Columbia
University in New York. Dr. Al-Nahhas has practiced dentistry in Jeddah, Saudi



Arabia, as well as Panama City Florida. In 2012, he established dental clinics in
and around Syria, and founded the dental relief program of SAMS.

Jallal Najjar, MD, War Neurosurgery in Syria

Dr. Najjar completed medical school in 1990 at Aleppo University, and
completed his residency in neurosurgery in 1995 at Damascus Hospital. He
completed his research fellowship in skull base surgery at the University of
Arkansas for Medical Sciences. Dr. Najjar has published many papers and
international courses and articles in neurosurgery, and is a member of the World
Federation of Neurological Societies Education and Training Committee.

Mousa Naffa, Presenting the Work of SAMS in Jordan

Mousa Naffa joined SAMS in Jordan as Country Director for the Regional Office
in Amman, Jordan in February 2017. He is a humanitarian practitioner with
more than 12 years of professional experience working in senior management
and leadership positions, adopting and applying the Human Rights Based
Approach. Before joining SAMS, he worked as the Deputy Country Director for
the Minnesota Center for Victims of Torture (CVT).

Iman Nuwavyhid, MD, Engaging science in armed conflict: A perspective from the
Lancet-AUB Commission on Syria

Dr. Iman Nuwayhid is a Professor and Dean of the Faculty of Health Science

at the American University of Beirut. He received his MD from AUB and his
MPH and DrPH in Occupational Health from the Johns Hopkins University. He
is American Board Certified in Occupational Medicine. He is a member of the
editorial board of “International Journal of Occupational and Environmental
Health” He was inducted into the Johns Hopkins University Society of Scholars
in 2012. He is a co-editor of the landmark book on “Public Health in the Arab
World” published by Cambridge University Press in March 2012. He is one of the
leaders of “Lancet Commission on Syria”

Moheeb Qadoor, MD, Orthopedics and Reconstructive Surgery in Syria

Dr. Moheeb Qadoor graduated from Aleppo University Medical School in 1999,
and received his general surgery speciality certification in 2005. He completed his
fellowship in reconstructive surgery and burns in 2009. He was a lecturer at Al-
Kindy Hospital at the Aleppo University from 2010 until 2012. In 2012, Dr.Qadoor
established the Akrabat Orthopedic and Reconstructive Surgical Hospital. He is a
founding member and a board member of the Idlib Health Directorate.



Amijad Rass, MD, Our response to the last chemical attack

Dr. Amjad Rass was born and raised in Hama, Syria. He graduated from

the University of Damascus in 1989. He immigrated to the United States in

1991 where he completed his internal medicine residency the University of
Connecticut. He is currently a practicing physician in the state of Ohio. Dr. Rass
began his medical relief efforts in Syria shortly after the conflict erupted in 2011
on individually, however seeing the collective decision making and transparent
system of the Syrian American Medical Society, he joined their forces in late
2012. Since then Dr. Rass has held several positions within the organization. He
is the immediate past foundation chairman and currently the chairman of the
Northern Syria Medical Relief committee as well as the SAMS Michigan chapter,
the largest of the organization. He is known for his fundraising efforts, GIK
procurement, and participation in a number of essential committees including
the foundation board.

Mohamed Sekkarie MD, MPH, Moderator and Conference Co-Chair

Mohamed Sekkari, MD, MPH is a US nephrologist. He received his medical
degree from Damascus University, did his nephrology training at the University
of Michigan and the MPH at Johns Hopkins University. He is involved in the
care of Syrian patients with kidney disease and has published on the care of
renal patients during conflicts in the Lancet, Kidney International, Clinical
Nephrology, Nephron and other journals. He was a SAMS Board member and
treasurer and presently heads SAMS Data and Research Committee.

Saud El-Sayed Suleiman, MD, Chronic Ilinesses in Conflict Zones

Dr. Suleiman is currently a partner at Advanced Gastroenterology Centers in
Daytona Beach, a clinical assistant professor at Florida State University and

an Investigator for Advanced Medical research (2007-present). He was the
previously the Chief of Gastroenterology, Halifax Medical center, Daytona Beach,
Florida. He is also the co-founder of Twin lakes Medical center, and previously
the Medical Director of the Hall county Rural health clinic, Memphis, Texas
(1995-1997).

Ahmad Tarakji, MD, Delivering effective health care during conflicts and refugee
crises (Presentation 1), Normalizing the weaponization of health care: Could we
weather the storm? (Presentation 2)

Dr. Ahmad Tarakiji is the President of the Syrian American Medical Society,
as well as a current Board member of the SAMS Foundation. Dr. Tarakji is a



cardio-thoracic surgeon in California, and a former clinical assistant professor

at Stanford University. At SAMS, he spearheads and participates in numerous
initiatives, including providing trauma and critical care courses for Syrian
physicians and nurses, overseeing SAMS’s advocacy work. He also leads SAMS
partnerships with UN agencies, NGOs, and universities in the U.S. and Europe to
establish education, relief, and post-crisis rebuilding programs for Syria.

Perihan Torun, MD, Health Care Needs Assessment for the Syrian community
living in Zeytinburnu district of Istanbul

Perihan Torun is assistant Professor in Public Health at Bezmialem Vakif
University, Istanbul, and worked as a General Practitioner before she trained in
Public Health Medicine in Turkey. She specialized in Epidemiology in the United
Kingdom, worked in Public Health in the NHS (UK) and as a researcher with the
University of Manchester. She contributed to the development and delivery of
distance learning modules with the Universities of Liverpool and Sheffield.

Basel Termanini, MD, Moderator and Conference Co-Chair

Dr. Termanini, SAMS Vice President and the Chairman of SAMS Fundraising
and Media Committees, was born and raised in Aleppo, Syria, and completed
his medical education both in Aleppo and the United States. In 1997 he started
his GI practice in Steubenville, OH and is currently part of Trinity Health system
there. Dr. Termanini has been active in the humanitarian and medical relief
efforts to Syria and has visited northern Syria and Turkey 7 times since 2013 on
medical missions.

Faruk Turgut, MD, New Therapeutic Agents in Diabetic Nephropathy

Dr. Turgut is currently an Associate Professor of Internal Medicine at Mustafa
Kemal University and has been working as a nephrologist in the Hatay
province of Turkey since 2011. He received his medical degree from Istanbul
University and finished his Internal Medicine residency in Istanbul Faculty
of Medicine. Dr. Turgut was chosen as ‘doctor of the year’ in Hatay by the
Ministry of Health in 2012.
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